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MCC Annual Report 
General 
Conference 
Information 
Contents 
A special four-page form was inserted in the February 
25 issue of the Evangelical Visitor. All persons attending 
General Conference should fill in and submit the requested 
information on lodging, meals, and transportation. Even 
those who plan to drive back and forth from their homes 
are asked to complete the form. 
Because of the holiday weekend in both Canada and the 
U.S., it is extremely urgent to make reservations early on 
planes, trains, and buses. The same urgency applies for 
those who plan to camp in area campsites or motels.* 
Requests for meeting rooms and display space should be 
directed to the Convention Director. Please note the last 
issue for details. 
An informal agreement has been reached among some 
agencies and boards to attempt color-coordination of 
printed materials for this special 200th anniversary year 
and for the General Conference in particular. Mailings 
went out to many church leaders. Others who have interest 
in receiving specific information on this can contact the 
Convention Director. 
The General Conference phone number will be 
717—766-2512. If you call this number before the con-
vening of Conference you will reach the Messiah College 
switchboard and will be connected with Paul Hostetler's 
office extension. From Friday evening, June 30, and 
throughout the Conference, you can ask for three exten-
sions: one at the Information Desk, another in the General 
Conference Secretary's office, and the third on the 
auditorium platform. 
After switchboard hours, the same number (766-2512) 
will be hooked directly to the Information Desk phone, the 
only Conference phone connection operative after hours. 
If all else fails, call the Convention Director's home 
number, 717—766-2621. (For all transportation needs 
immediately before and during Conference, call Nevin 
Engle at his home, 717—766-8072, or at the Conference 
number.) 
General Conference Membership. Please read carefully 
paragraphs (a) and (b) at the top of Page 19 of the 1976 
General Conference Minutes. Note the distinction between 
conference membership and voting privileges. 
For additional information or registration forms, con-
tact your pastor or the Convention Director, Paul 
Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027. 
* Campsites at Messiah College are limited; requests will be honored on a 
first come, first serve basis. 
From the Editor 
It is not usual to include two major articles from one 
author in an issue of the Visitor. But this is not a usual 
situation and so, we have two articles by Bishop Roy Sider 
in this issue. We did not feel free to delay the continuation 
of his excellent article on "Building Relationships" since 
we promised that its concluding part would appear in this 
issue. 
Bishop Sider and Kenneth Hoover are the denomina-
tion's representatives on the Mennonite Central Com-
mittee. Bishop Sider also serves on the Executive Com-
mitee and is secretary of the Committee. He present-
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ed two devotionals at the annual meeting—one of 
which appears in this issue. The second will appear in the 
March 25 issue. In view of the MCC emphasis this seemed 
appropriate and to justify Bishop Sider's double exposure. 
The article on the General Conference in Rhodesia 
(page 6) holds a special interest to me. The introductory 
to page th i r teen 
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Editorial 
The Added Dimension 
The Mennonite Central Committee was born in the 
wake of World War I. The suffering which came to the 
Mennonites in Russia, as a result of the Revolution, 
provided the initial impetus for a unified ministry, 
organized in 1920. 
The Brethren in Christ identified with MCC in the early 
days of World War II and since that time have been 
closely associated with the Committee in its growing 
ministry to refugees, victims of natural disaster, and those 
caught-up in the human tragedy of war, ignorance, and 
injustice. 
This association has added a needed dimension to our 
expression of the Christian faith. A strong emphasis on 
experience has been a part of our history. A sense of 
community expressed in care for our own has, as well, 
been an important part of our life together. MCC opened 
up the world beyond. To an emphasis upon love to God 
and our brother was added the need to love the neighbor. 
The Bible has considerable to say about this dimension 
of faithful living: 
The prophet Micah wrote: 
He has showed you, O man, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God (6:8). 
The Apostle James wrote: 
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God and 
the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the 
world (1:27). 
Jesus, when asked which commandment is the first of 
all, said: 
The first is 'Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one; and you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength.' The second is 
this, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself (Mark 
12:29-3 la). 
MCC has made us sensitive to this aspect of the 
Christian life. Just as pride is the basic cause of our 
disobedience to God, selfishness is the cause of our 
ignoring the hurts of others. We are wrapped up in our 
own needs, wants, and desires. We close our hearts to the 
cries of others. MCC speaks to our selfishness. 
MCC gives us opportunities to respond. A certain 
callousness comes when we are confronted with suffering 
and privation but have no means of response. MCC offers 
opportunities for service and for material and financial 
aid. Persons with diverse gifts can find opportunities for 
ministries. Persons at either end of the age spectrum can 
find areas of service. 
MCC brings an added dimension to a service ministry. 
It is more than a cup of water given. It is a cup of water 
given in His name. The human problem is not solved by 
bread alone. Many of our problems, when reduced to their 
essence, arise out of man's sinfulness and his estrangement 
from the one and true God. By word and presence MCC 
witnesses to the grace that restores and makes all things 
new. 
MCC had made a conscious effort not to be the church. 
This has been left to the supporting denomination. But 
MCC has worked closely with the denomination—a 
strong arm of the church; the preparer of the soil. 
The problems associated with suffering are never simple. 
The causes are natural, personal, political, economic, and 
spiritual. Neither charity alone nor the gospel alone nor 
even both together provide the complete answers. But if we 
love our neighbor as we love ourselves we will search for 
the causes of suffering and seek their solution. So, Jan 
Harmon, involved in the interests of the American Indian 
from her office in Washington, D.C., is in a ministry just as 
Norman and Eunice Wingert were, in distributing blankets 
to refugees in Burundi. The one may have a greater sense 
of urgency. The other may have longer-range benefits. The 
search for justice and the dispensing of charity are both 
valid ministries. Just ask the simple question: "Which 
would I prefer for myself and my family—charity or 
opportunity to provide for my own needs and to share in 
the resources God has provided." 
MCC is overly modest. It costs money to promote a 
program—to hire public relations firms, to print four-
color brochures, to purchase radio and television time. But 
the street children of Calcutta cannot eat four-color 
brochures. A minute on T.V. would purchase a lot of 
powdered milk. MCC buys milk rather than time. 
Although MCC is modest, it is well-known. Those 
whom we know serve as administrators or volunteers. 
Reports come to our congregations and through our 
periodicals. We hear the good reports and we hear the 
others. Somehow the others are more easily remembered. 
We learn about the project that didn't turn out as planned. 
We know about differences of opinion within the groups. 
We learn of programs stalemated because of government 
objection or "red-tape." We hear rumors of human frailty 
and more. 
Like dark spots on a white canvas, these negative 
reports are extremely visible. But it needs to be 
remembered that these spots represent a small portion of 
the canvas. 
Do we suppose that those other programs with high 
visibility in the media but great anonimity as far as the 
actual program is concerned have no" problems; no 
failures? 
Reason, common sense, and Christian stewardship 
would counsel hesitancy to turn from supporting what we 
know to supporting that of which we know only what we 
are told. It is wiser to walk in the light with all that it 
reveals than in the darkness unaware of the perils. 
Z 
Cover Photos: (Beginning left center, reading 
clockwise) A Bangladesh farmer in his soybean field • 
Scene of devastation in wake of late fall hurricane 
which struck east coast of India (see pages five and 
nine) • Two Nepali children taking a look at the new 
Nepali Bible • Digging contour canals is part of the 
soil conservation program in Haiti • MDS volunteer 
cleans mud from flood victim's windows in West 
Virginia • Gordon Hunsberger feeding chickens which 
he keeps in Haitian-built cage (see page eight). 
Credits (in same order as captions): Gerhard Neufeld, 
A. C. Lobe, United Mission to Nepal, Ron Sawatsky, 
Christine Wiebe, and Ron Sawatsky. 
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A Meditation on Mark 6:30-44 
The Beauty of the Shared Loaf 
Roy Sider 
Mark 6:30-44 shares with us in-
sights into the life and person of our 
Lord and His concern for all that we 
are as persons. In the culture of 
Palestine they became very busy, and 
the Lord showed concern for the dis-
ciples' social, mental and physical 
health by suggesting they get away 
from it all for a few days. When the 
crowd followed them. He had concern 
for their mental and spiritual welfare. 
He began to teach them many things. 
When the evening and hunger came, 
He shared with them through His 
touch of the loaves and fish, and fed 
them. It is particularly this aspect of 
the sharing ministry of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and the beauty of sharing the 
material things of life that I want us to 
think about. 
This sharing is characteristic of the 
Lord and of the God who sent Him to 
the world, because God has given us 
richly all things to enjoy. He gave us 
the Son and the Son in turn gave His 
life for us. This sharing is implanted 
into the heart of the disciples. We find 
in the book of Acts that they shared 
the common meal with gladness and 
singleness of heart. They not only 
shared with their own but they shared 
with those who were outside their 
fellowship until even the Roman 
critics remarked, they care for their 
own poor and for ours also and by so 
doing they put us to shame. The entire 
tenor of the Scripture is sharing the 
natural bread—sharing the loaf that 
we have with the one who does not 
have. 
This spirit of sharing grips people 
around the world. One of the most 
difficult things that my wife Dorothy 
and 1 had in our trip overseas a little 
over a year ago was to experience the 
shared loaf from those who had less 
than we. Many, many of you have 
The writer, who is best known to the readers 
of the VISITOR as bishop of the Canadian 
Conference, is the denomination's represen-
tative on the Mennonite Central Committee. He 
is also a member of the Executive Committee 
and serves as secretary of both. 
experienced the same. It was difficult 
to eat Lebanon bologna in India. 
I particularly remember the occa-
sion in Java when Lawrence and 
Shirlee Yoder took us with them and 
at the close of the day we were to pick 
up the girl who served as their maid. 
She, at grade eleven, had dropped out 
of school, not because of her choice or 
the family's, but because of necessity. 
She had sought work and found it with 
the Yoders. She was getting $12.50 a 
month plus board, a good wage in that 
culture. That $ 12.50 was sent home to 
help the rest of the children go to a 
Christian school. She and her family 
are part of the Mennonite Church in 
Java. 
Twice a year as the custom is, she 
receives an extra month's salary. That 
extra month is for her own personal 
needs. The last six month's bonus she 
had also sent home rather than using it 
for herself and told her family to buy 
chickens. She said they could sell the 
eggs and it would add to the family 
income. We stopped to pick her up 
and were rather anxious to get home. 
The family, and there were a lot of 
them, just came and surrounded the 
jeep. They were laughing and excited, 
and we soon learned that they had 
planned a special treat for us. There 
was no other way but that we'd come 
in and share it. 
We did go into their humble little 
house with its dirt floor and with 
bubbling delight they shared some of 
their loaf with us. They gave us a 
cocondt drink that had been made 
from coconuts they ordinarily would 
have sold. They served us fried 
bananas and a lovely cake. I was 
enjoying this drink when Dorothy 
nudged me and said, "Remember you 
can't drink all of it because that would 
communicate that we hadn't enough." 
But we did make the mistake at the 
end of the refreshments of apparently 
too lavishly telling them how much we 
had enjoyed this delightful refresh-
ment. When we left they came out to 
thejeep with a whole hand of bananas, 
two coconuts and a whole cake so that 
we could have the feast again. 
They demonstrated in a way that I 
will never forget the beauty of the 
shared loaf. Their loaf was small. Our 
loaf is large and it is large not par-
ticularly because of any goodness of 
ourselves. It is a fact that we of the 
Atlantic community have taken the 
best part of North America, Central 
America, South America, Central 
Africa, Australia and New Zealand. 
As the late L. B. Pierson said, "We 
paid for it about what it cost us to 
drive the Bantu, the Indian and the 
aborigine off the land. Then we set up 
practices that made it possible for us 
to reap the benefits." 
Our loaf is very large. I suppose we 
could have some guilty feelings about 
that. One of the things that impressed 
us as we traveled overseas was the rich 
and the poor living in close proximity 
and the broken glass that was placed 
at the top of the walls of the rich, the 
iron gates, and the guards to keep the 
poor out. We do it in a much more 
sophisticated manner with military 
alliances, with armed forces—we do it 
with sophisticated trade laws that keep 
the poorer nations poor and keep us 
rich. I am rather concerned when I 
read such Scriptures as Revelation 18 
and when one of the judgments that 
God brings upon Babylon is their love 
of luxury. Then he says, "Come out of 
her my people." 
I don't think that all of the good 
things we enjoy, however, we should 
enjoy with a guilty conscience. 
Someone reminded me not long ago 
that Jesus, as far as we know, never 
refused an invitiation to dinner. He 
enjoyed eating with the rich as much 
as he did eating with the poor. I 
believe there are places of opulence in 
all of our lives. We are not called upon 
to reject material things, but rather to 
realize that it is more blessed to give 
then to receive—that while it is 
beautiful for us to have families, to 
enjoy dinners together, to have a 
comfortable home, it is even more 
to page eight 
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MCC Plans 
for 1978 
For the second consecutive year 
heavy snow and driving winds created 
a blizzard that forced agenda ad-
justments and cancellations at Men-
nonite Central Committee's Annual 
Meeting, held this year in Kitchener, 
Ont., January 26-28. 
The meeting was to have been held 
at Rockway Mennonite School with 
committee members and staff lodging 
with Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ families. However, as snow 
made travel increasingly treacherous, 
the meeting, along with those par-
ticipants who had managed to arrive, 
was moved to the Walper Hotel in 
d o w n t o w n K i t c h e n e r at noon 
Thursday, January 26. 
The full committee went into ses-
sion on schedule Thursday evening 
with 15 of the 34 members present. An 
additional three proxies had been 
designated by telephone—enough to 
make the simple majority needed for a 
quorum. 
Left to right: Ross Nigh, M C C (Canada) 
Conference; Kenneth B. Hoover, Brethren in Christ 
conference proxy, (photo by Mark Beach). 
Left to right: Vice-chairman Elmer Neufeld, Chairman Newton Gingerich, Executive-Secretary 
Will iam T. Snyder, and Secretary Roy Sider (photo by Mark Beach). 
Vice-chairman Elmer Neufeld, 
General Conference representative, 
opened the meeting. Chairman New-
ton Gingerich of Tavistock, about 20 
miles from Kitchener as the crow flies, 
got stranded in the storm on his way to 
the meeting Thursday morning and 
finally completed the trip Friday noon. 
" T h e meeting had its disap-
pointments, but it also had its positive 
side," commented Executive Secre-
tary William T. Snyder. "I t was as in-
tense as any annual meeting we have 
had." 
Many of the disappointments had to 
do with weather-related cancellations. 
The public meeting scheduled for 
Thursday evening was cancelled 
because local roads were impassable 
representative; Norman Shank, Lancaster 
representative; and Leon Stauffer, Lancaster 
and the storm prevented Willard 
Swartley, who was to speak on biblical 
imperatives for justice, from coming. 
The Friday evening follow-up session 
on justice was cancelled for the same 
reasons, with Ron Sider, author of 
Rich Christians in a Hungry World, 
the resource person who was unable to 
attend because of the weather. 
The session of members represent-
ing U.S. church groups scheduled for 
Thursday afternoon also had to be 
postponed. The U.S. members were to 
have reviewed domestic programs and 
initiated discussion on a proposal to 
create a structure to handle U.S. 
agenda. 
A further cancellation involved the 
dinner in recognition of H. Ernest 
Bennet t , third cha i rman in the 
organization's 77-year history, who 
h a n d e d his gave l to N e w t o n 
Gingerich, MCC (Canada) represen-
tative, at the 1977 meeting. The dinner 
was originally scheduled for the 1977 
meeting in Metamora, 111., but had 
been postponed because of snow. 
After the second cancellation, the 
committee gave up. Remembrances 
that were to have been shared by staff 
member Peter Dyck and board 
m e m b e r R o b e r t K r e i d e r w e r e 
presented during the business meeting 
and tape recorded for Bennett, who 
was snow-bound at home in Elkhart, 
lnd. 
On the positive side the committee 
unanimously passed a motion in-
troduced early in the meeting by MCC 
(Canada) representative Seigfried 
Bartel, that began, "Whereas the 
weather conditions of the last four 
annual meetings were most un-
favorable," and recommended that 
to page nine 
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Amid uncertainty and unsettled conditions, the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Rhodesia continues 
to follow her Lord. 
1977 
Rhodesia 
General 
Conference 
The life and vitality of the Church in Rhodesia is visible 
on every page of the Conference issue of AMAZWl 
AMAHLE {GOOD WORDS). Published by the church 
and registered as a newspaper, GOOD WORDS regularly 
gives an account of the church at work along with such 
important material as Sunday School lessons for the 
coming month. The February 1978 edition was a special 
20-page issue featuring the December 16-19 meeting of the 
church in its General Conference, restricted in scope this 
year due to the unsettled conditions in Rhodesia. 
GOOD WORDS has 15 pictures with at least JO 
discernible faces of all ages. In contrast to former years, 
only one European is discernible—Roy H. Mann. 
Following are a few excerpts from GOOD WORDS, 
including some of the photographs taken at Conference. 
(The quoted material is that written by the GOOD 
WORDS staff.} 
S T E P H E N NDLOVU, in the first devotional session of 
Conference on Friday morning, spoke on the birth and 
expansion of the church, beginning in the book of Acts. " I t 
was pointed out how the early church was not afraid and 
was determined to spread the 'Good News.' From the 
Biblical account of the church Ndlovu went on to explain 
the early beginnings and roots of the Brethren in Christ 
Church starting in Germany after the Reformation. He 
traced the early BIC Church history as it moved to the 
United States including the Engle brothers." 
Attentive members following proceeding of the conference. 
The Mpopoma Church where conference was held. 
BISHOP P. M. KUMALO brought an afternoon 
devotional message on Friday, entitled "What is the 
Church?" He noted that "at Pentecost the coming of the 
Holy Spirit brought about the church by giving strength. 
In the Old Testament God's glory filled the Temple, but 
today God's glory comes in the person of the Holy Spirit 
and should fill every believer." 
The next morning, he spoke on "The Structure and 
Future of the BIC Church in Rhodesia." A quote: "The 
Bishop is the eye of the church and gives advice where 
needed. The Secretary keeps records and answers 
questions about church administration. The chief pastors 
will be like overseers but each one will be over 5-8 
churches. Then there are the pastors of the local churches. 
The local church has its own officers, e.g. Sunday School 
superintendent and teachers." 
M R S . N E L L I E M L O T S H W A followed Bishop 
Kumalo's Saturday devotional, speaking on "The Respon-
sibility of the Church and Its Members." "The need for 
the church to pray was emphasized. Also it is the personal 
responsibility of each Christian to win others for Christ. 
Once when speaking to a young person Mrs. Mlotshwa 
was told that the partents had failed to meet the needs of 
the young people because they were trying to make them 
copy the older people rather than Christ. We need to pray 
for our children and the church." 
I S A A C N. M P O F U reported on a Chr i s t i an 
Leadership Consultation, held in Salisbury, Rhodesia, 
sometime earlier. About 200 leaders, both blacks and 
whites, from other countries participated, including Ugan-
dan Bishop Kivengere. Bishop Kumalo chaired the Con-
sultation. Mr. Mpofu reported to Conference that "they 
discussed the hatred and discrimination present and how 
the Christians, both blacks and white, need to meet 
together and pray. It was pointed out that a real Christian 
can never rejoice over the death of someone—friend or 
enemy. We ought to love, even those who fight us. We need 
to seek God's will for this country. All Christian leaders 
have a responsibility for the people here." 
to fol lowing page 
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in 
Bishop Kumalo presiding at Communion Service. 
mm 
About 150 people attended the business and in-
spirational sessions on Friday and Saturday, with over 200 
sharing in the Sunday morning communion service. 
Attendance at the main worship service Sunday morning, 
with Bishop Kumalo bringing the message "Rise, Go and 
Work" was over 300. Conference was held at the 
Mpopoma Church, one of the several congregations in 
Bulawayo. On Sunday morning the young people met for a 
youth rally at the Mpopoma Hall. 
A special presentation was made on Sunday to Mr. 
Iddo Kumalo, who has retired from his educational work. 
Kumalo has served the church for 35 years, first at Matopo 
Mission in the primary school (as teacher and headmaster) 
and then as headmaster of Wanezi Secondary School. He 
continues to serve as Church Treasurer. He received a 
chair, a Thompson Chain Reference Bible and a copper 
picture of The Last Supper. 
A special cause for rejoicing at Conference came with 
the presence of Rev. and Mrs. Jonathan Dlodlo. Their 
testimonies at Conference were summarized on the back 
page of GOOD WORDS: 
Rev. Dlod lo and his wife who have been detained at the 
T j o l o t j o and N y a m a n d l o v u prisons gave us inspiring 
tes t imonies about the lessons they learnt dur ing their 
Events occur at a rapid pace in Rhodesia these 
days. T h e above mater ia ls f rom G O O D W O R D S 
give excellent indication of the church 's advance as 
it relates to vision and unders tanding of the mission 
of the> church. 
Latest reports are that Mtshabez i and Wanezi 
Missions have been forced to "c lose , " at least for 
the present, due to political pressures. This gives 
renewed urgency to the need for us to support 
fai thfully our brothers and sisters in our prayers. 
— J . Earl Musser , 
Director of Overseas Missions 
3 
impr isonment . They praised the Lord greatly and were 
pleased to share their experiences with us. Both found many 
fields for the Lord and were able to labour in them. 
Both claim that the greatest lesson they learnt is to trust 
the Lord and accept His Word without ques t ion. They had 
many chances to learn f rom the Lord because up to then 
they had dedicated their lives to feeding others and conse-
quently starved themselves spiritually. They spread the 
Gospel, prayed and praised the Lord as they saw fellow 
prisoners accept Chris t as a personal Sav iou r . They talked 
to God on the Royal te lephone and were amazed at His 
unfailing answers. 
w 
Four men licensed at the conference. Left to right: IMpofu, Ylpande, 
Khumalo, Ziduli 
Rev. Dlodlo says he believes that many prisoners would 
receive the Light if more preachers could be arrested and so 
be enabled to go and labour in the Lord 's fields in the 
pr isons ." to page eight 
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Chicken Feed and 
Children's Food 
Gordon Hunsberger 
The meat for our Christmas dinner 
this year was provided by one of my 
Rhode Island Red hens and a rooster, 
and they provided a fine meal indeed. 
Now I am left with 19 hens, but even 
so I am probably the largest egg 
producer in the town of Grande 
Riviere, Haiti. At any rate I've been 
reminded of my boyhood when Dad 
decided to go into egg production. He 
built a chicken house and increased 
the size of his flock from several dozen 
to about 250. At that time most hens 
laid during spring and summer and 
rested during the winter, when the egg 
supply was from a large crock where 
my mothe r had stored them in 
waterglass. 
Little was known in those days 
about feeding hens a balanced ration. 
They were fed some grain, wheat and 
oats, mangels and table scraps, etc., 
during the winter, and of course 
during the summer the chickens ran 
outside where they found all sorts of 
delicacies such as grass, worms, bugs 
and a variety of other things chickens 
seem to like. However, when Dad got 
serious about egg production, he 
began buying laying mash, and 
amazingly the hens laid during the 
winter as well as the rest of the year. 
(Most Haitian hens still run loose, 
living on what they can find and 
m a k i n g a g e n e r a l nu i s ance of 
themselves by getting into gardens.) 
Having been an egg farmer myself 
for some years I've learned to ap-
preciate fresh eggs, which are rather 
hard to come by where we live 
now—hence my Rhode Island Reds. 
Knowing the importance of a balanced 
ration, I buy concentrate (Ralston-
Purina has discovered Haiti) and corn, 
and make a laying ration for the hens, 
which are confined in a rather crude 
Haitian-built chicken coop. 
A few weeks ago I was preparing to 
mix some laying mash with my fool-
proof mixer , a shovel. Through 
carelessness in storage a bag of 
powdered milk had become con-
taminated so I used some of it in the 
laying ration. The usual neighborhood 
children were on hand to watch my 
food-mixing operation. The feed in-
gredients were on a pile and I stepped 
inside for the shovel; upon coming out 
I saw the smallest child, a little girl, 
toddling around the corner with her 
face all smeared with powdered milk. 
I began to look at things from the 
children's point of view. Why would 
someone feed powdered milk to 
chickens? Or corn meal for that 
matter. These are foods humans eat, if 
they are fortunate enough to afford 
them. These children usually are not. 
Then I had to think of the fat dogs and 
cats we have at home. Only the rich 
have fat dogs and cats in Haiti. (Fat 
cats' lives are in danger since some 
people like to eat them.) 
Since this little incident I have been 
bothered by the fact that one society is 
so affluent that its dogs and cats are 
being fed a far better diet than the 
people in another society. I like pets, 
and I'm not suggesting that we starve 
them and send the dog and cat food to 
Haiti for the people, even though it is a 
much better balanced diet than most 
Haitians eat. Farmers well know that 
their poultry, hogs and cattle must be 
fed balanced rations to do well. 
However, injustice exists when the 
animals in one country eat much 
better than the humans in another. 
The way to correct the injustice is 
not simply to give away some of our 
surplus, but rather to re-evaluate our 
basic purpose in life and become a 
sharing, caring people instead of a 
selfish, grasping one. After all does not 
the gospel of Jesus say something 
about this? 
Rhodesia 
f r o m page seven 
During the main worship service 
service on Sunday the ordained 
ministers shared together in a time of 
laying on of hands and special prayer 
for four newly-licensed men, an event 
typifying the willingness to move into 
God's future. Morrison Mpofu has 
served the church in evangelistic work 
and is now assigned as pastor of the 
Mtshabezi Mission church. Absalom 
M p a n d e was act ing overseer in 
Mtshabezi District while Stephen 
Ndlovu was acting Bishop; he now is 
studying theology at Ekuphileni Bible 
Institute. Bruce Khumalo is presently 
s tudying at C C O S A (Chr is t ian 
College of South Africa), having been 
translator for the Theological Educa-
tion by Extension (TEE) program of 
the church. Elliott Ziduli has served 
as evangelist, and is now the acting 
overseer of the Gwaai District of the 
Church. 
The Shared Loaf 
f rom page four 
beautiful to share to the point that we 
are involved with giving to Jesus so 
that He may give to others. I would 
pray that in my heart and yours, there 
may be a sense of the fulfillment, the 
delight and the beauty that comes 
through sharing with those whom we 
love. It was really the compassion of 
the Lord Jesus that caused His life to 
be so beautiful. It is that compassion 
that makes the life of Jesus in His 
church beautiful. 
Neither I nor anyone else has ever 
discovered that I have the gift of 
prophesy, but I doubt very much if we 
as the middle class in our Western 
world are going to be able to retain 
our standard of living at an ever-
increasing level even if we would want 
to. We as the people of God need to 
see that indeed man does not live by 
bread alone, that material things do 
not really make life. They are not the 
essence of our happiness, and if we 
could voluntarily continue to work at 
lowering our standard of living, 
simplifying our pace, eliminating our 
waste, identifying more closely with 
the life of Jesus, the large loaf that we 
have may be shared with the needy of 
our world. 
Roy V. Sider, Brethren in Christ 
bishop and recording secretary of the 
MCC board and executive committee. 
This article and the one on page ten 
were presented as devotionals to the 
MCC annual meeting. 
Recource List of W o m e n Compi led 
Convinced that Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ women have 
insights and gifts to share with the 
church that are not being taken 
advantage of, the Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee Peace Section 
Task Force on Women in Church 
and Society is compil ing a 
resource listing of women willing 
to contribute thir skills to church 
organization boards and com-
mittees. 
The listing, which will include a 
brief resume' of each women's 
training and experience, will be 
made available to Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ institutions 
such as colleges, mission boards 
and other agencies. 
Women wanting to be included 
in the listing should send their 
resumes by April 1 to Task Force 
Resource Listing, MCC, 21 South 
12th Street, Akron, PA 17501. 
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M C C Plans for 1978 
f rom page five 
stair explore changing the fiscal year 
so that the annual meeting would fall 
in a different season. 
Roy Sider, Brethren in Christ 
representative, set a positive tone with 
his Friday and Saturday devotionals, 
"The Beauty of the Shared Loaf" (see 
page four) and "The Beauty of the 
Shared Life." Only if we share of our 
wealth, or our loaf, and ourselves have 
we earned the right to share eternal 
life, Sider noted. 
While the weather eliminated some 
parts of the agenda, it allowed other 
segments to expand. "We had a more 
thorough program and budget review 
than anything we have had for years," 
William T. Snyder said. 
A l though budget for Vietnam 
dropped from a million dollars in 1976 
to $83,000 for 1978, concern was 
expressed about involvement there. 
MCC's opposition to American bomb-
ing during the war and attempts to 
be reconcilers on both sides of the 
conflict created fears of identification 
with the North Vietnamese among 
some constituency segments. 
MCC has not endorsed the Vietnam 
government, but works there to meet 
human need just as it works in other 
countries where it does not favor 
government policies, Elmer Neufeld 
commented. But a lesson should be 
learned from the shape this practice 
took in Vietnam. Hugo Jantz, Men-
nonite Brethren representative, moved 
that a statement of MCC's reasons for 
involvement be shared by meeting 
with concerned constituents. 
In addition to reviewing ongoing 
program, the committee gave special 
a t t en t ion to a proposal to help 
cyclone-ravaged Gunter District on 
India's east coast. John Wieler of the 
MCC (Canada) overseas department 
illustrated his report on the damage 
with slides gathered on his December 
visit to Gunter. The slides showed 
human and animal bodies strewn 
through the rubbish of what once were 
villages. 
"How do we respond?" he asked the 
committee members. "God is a com-
passionate God. We must continue to 
suffer with people, to weep with people 
or else we harden. We must get 
ourselves deeper into this thing rather 
than withdraw." Staff described a 
three-year, long-term rehabilitation 
program for which they projected 
$500,000 in 1978. 
"How can we push this program 
when our budgets are being cut?" 
wondered Elmer Neufeld. "Our other 
p r o g r a m s a re i m p o r t a n t t o o . " 
Kenneth B. Hoover, Brethren in 
Christ representative, noted that 
without its ongoing program in India, 
MCC would never have been in a 
position to make a fast, responsible 
response to the disaster or to make 
special longer-term rehabilitation 
plans. 
"I believe our people want to give to 
this cause," commented Seigfried 
Bartel as he moved approval of the 
plan which later passed. Roy Sider, 
Brethren in Christ representative, and 
Norman Shenk, Lancaster conference 
representative, agreed, adding that 
general overseas program giving and 
special giving to projects such as India 
must go hand in hand. "General 
program funds are what got our 
workers to India and funded the 
disaster-response planning which had 
been done ahead of time and turned 
out to be crucial when the disaster 
struck," Sider said. 
A third significant program discus-
sion related to MCC's policy in using 
material aid and focused on a paper on 
the role of material aid prepared by 
staff at the request of the executive 
committee of the board. 
"MCC, in behalf of its supporting 
constituency and in obedience to the 
biblical injunction to feed the hungry, 
feels a responsibility to minister to 
people in need regardless of their 
creed, political affiliation or the cause 
of their need," the paper stated. 
"Relief deserves to exist along with 
education, evangelism, medicine and 
development in a comprehensive 
ministry to human suffering." 
The paper recognized that simply 
handing out materials has negative 
side effects. Self-respect and initiative 
are undermined; a dependency on 
materials outside the reach of local 
people is created; the local economy is 
affected. The paper called for careful 
administration. 
Committee members enthusiastical-
ly supported the statement, but were 
just as strong in emphasizing that 
more specific guidance is needed for 
North American Mennonites and 
Brethren in Chr is t who prepare 
material aid items. 
"Our people are confused," reports 
Bruce Harder, MCC West Coast 
Kenneth Hoover, left, in conversation with Robert 
Kreider, General Conference representative. (Photo: 
Mark Beach). 
representative. "Our soap has been 
piling up. We are reaching for alter-
natives, but nothing clear is there. We 
need a clear statement of what to 
expect, what can be used." 
In conjunct ion with the 1978 
program plans the committee ap-
proved a budget calling for just over 
nine million dollars in cash expen-
ditures in addition to material a id.The 
budget had initially been set at $8.5 
million before the special $500,000 
India program was added. The initial 
budget was based on 1977 cash income 
which totalled $8.3 million. With the 
addition of the India program, con-
stituency giving will need to increase 
eight per cent in 1978 over 1977 giving 
to meet the budget. 
Although the meeting of U.S. 
members was postponed, the full com-
mittee took action to continue ex-
plorations to establish a U.S. struc-
ture. The findings of the joint MCC-
MCC (Canada) executive committee 
meeting held in September in Toronto, 
Ont., which recommended the struc-
ture, were approved, although not 
unanimously. Further action calls for 
William T. Snyder and Newton 
Gingerich to hold discussions with 
U.S. conference leaders for a broader 
consultation later in the year including 
U.S. members on the committee. 
The full committee is made up of 34 
members of which 29 represent church 
groups that are part of MCC and five 
are members at large, elected by the 
committee to bring special gifts and 
resources to the group. The committee 
reelected Marie Wiens of the Men-
nonite Brethren Board of Missions 
and Services and elected Ron Sider, 
Brethren in Christ p rofessor at 
E a s t e r n B a p t i s t S e m i n a r y , as 
m e m b e r s at l a r g e . Roy S i d e r , 
Brethren in Christ representative, was 
reelected secretary of both the board 
and the executive committee. 
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Building Relationships 
in the Church 
The Cultivation of Personal Attitudes 
Toward People 
Third, Jocus on agreements and 
respect differences of opinion. Paul 
spoke of this in Ephesians 4:2-3 "be 
completely humble and gentle, be 
patient bearing with one another in 
love." And "Make every effort to keep 
the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace." You will need to 
make an effort if you are going to 
relate well to your husband, wife, 
children, parents, neighbours, to the 
people you work with, to the people at 
the church. No matter where you are, 
you will need to focus on the things 
that you agree on and respect others 
when they differ with you. Haven't you 
found when you major on differences 
it breaks relationships rather than 
builds them? I met a brother who 
wanted to join with the Brethren in 
Christ in the pastoral ministry. He had 
difficulty in other groups. I said "My 
brother I have found when I am 
working with a group there are times 
when 1 think that the body makes a 
decision that will be a detriment to it. 1 
think I'm right and the group decided 
incorrectly. But, unless its a question 
of personal ethics or its a major 
doctrinal point I will support the 
group even if 1 think its worse for the 
group." He said "I don't think I could 
ever do that." I told him "If you can't 
you will always divide groups of which 
you are a part because you will never 
have a group that you always agree 
with." 
Four, refuse to question the motives 
of your fellow Christian. In I Peter 4:8 
the Apostle says "That we should have 
fervent love, toward one another for 
love covers a multitude of sins." When 
we see someone doing something that 
we disagree with it is easy for us to 
judge his/her motives. I encourage 
| you to develop a spirit in which you 
Roy V. Sider 
absolutely refuse to judge other per-
sons' motives. We don't know the 
circumstances that surround a per-
son's actions. We don't know or under-
stand all of the facts. You will constant-
ly have trouble with relationships un-
less you give people the benefit of the 
doubt. Be quick to forgive real or 
imagined wrong. There is a wonderful 
word that Paul gives us in Ephesians 
4:32 "Be kind and compassionate to 
one another, forgiving each other, just 
as in Christ God forgave you." He 
told us earlier, not to let the sun go 
down on our wrath. Don't harbour 
wrongs and turn them over in your 
mind. Be quick to forgive just as the 
Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven you. 
Five, reprove or discipline humbly 
and redemptively. Galatians 6:1 says, 
"Brothers if a man is trapped in some 
sin you, who are spiritual, should 
restore him gently but watch yourself. 
You also may be tempted." I don't 
mean that when things are done which 
are wrong that we should ignore them. 
But the Lord has helped me to learn 
some lessons concerning this. As a 
young pastor we had an attendance of 
some 20 people in church and we were 
happy for anyone who attended. We 
should always be like that . The 
membership hadn't grown for years 
and we were glad to receive people. A 
certain young man professed conver-
sion, was baptized, and received into 
t h e c h u r c h . He had a s o r d i d 
background and went back into his 
sins. 1 felt sorry about that. I thought 
of the rebuke that it would bring to the 
church and I went to the Lord in 
prayer, "Lord you know we have 
taken a risk on this young man and he 
has gone back on you and disgraced 
the church. How can this be?" And the 
Lord said, "You invested some time in 
him and you invested some of the 
reputation of this congregation. I, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, have invested My 
blood in him and I heard his prayers. 
You shouldn't pity yourself and the 
church." 
Six, believe God works in spite of 
the inconsistencies of others. Don't 
ever fall into the rut of beginning to 
blame others because of the lack of 
progress in the church of Jesus Christ. 
That can be a damning experience. 
One day as I was calling, a member 
of the church said, "You know. 
I will tell you what he has done and if 
he is a Christian then I can't under-
stand it. You should go and correct 
him." Just about like that. Well, I 
survived that and thought I would try 
another house down the road. 1 called 
on a lady who was not a Christian. We 
talked a bit and then she said, "Do you 
know Mrs. so and so that lives up the 
road. I knew her. 1 had just been there. 
"Well you know if she is a Christian 
then 1 never want to become one." She 
told me what the first woman had 
done. I went home discouraged with 
my visitation. I cried to the Lord, 
"Lord this is terrible being a pastor of 
a congregation like this. Why can't 
you do something. Can't these people 
all be sincere so that 1 don't have to 
meet this when I go out visiting in the 
community." And do you know what 
the Lord told me just as plainly as if 
you told me. He said, "I had twelve 
disciples and one of them was named 
Judas. Who do you think you are that 
you should have a perfect church?" 
Let me give you another little il-
lustration on this point. I used to have 
some wonderfu l sermons that I 
preached about Achan in the Old 
to page eleven 
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Religious News 
1980 World Evangelization 
Consultation Dates are Set 
Plans for a Consu l ta t ion on Wor ld 
Evangel izat ion, to be held J a n . 12-26, 
1980, were announced at a meeting of the 
L a u s a n n e C o m m i t t e e f o r W o r l d 
Evangel izat ion held in Somerse t , Ber-
m u d a . T h e 1980 gather ing, to be held at a 
yet unde te rmined site, will be a fol low-up 
to the 1974 In te rna t iona l Congress on 
Wor ld Evangel iza t ion , which was held in 
Lausanne , Swi tzer land . T h e m e of the up-
c o m i n g m e e t i n g , " ' H o w S h a l l T h e y 
H e a r , " is seen as a logical next step to the 
theme of the Lausanne congress , " L e t the 
Ear th H e a r His Voice . " 
Evangelical Broadcaster to Interview 
President Sadat in Good Will Mission 
A special mission of " love and good 
wil l" by an evangelical b roadcas te r to 
President S a d a t of Egypt and other A r a b 
leaders will seek to dispel the image 
evangelicals in this count ry have of being 
only " p r o - I s r a e l . " 
The Rev. Haro ld Bredesen of Escon-
dido, Cal if . , an executive of the Chr is t ian 
Broadcas t ing N e t w o r k , will film an inter-
view with President Sada t in C a i r o for 
air ing on C B N ' s "700 C l u b , " seen on TV 
s ta t ions in this count ry and 10 other 
countr ies . He also plans to meet with 
leaders of o ther A r a b countr ies , including 
J o r d a n , Syr ia and Saudi Arab i a on his trip 
in F e b r u a r y . 
Society of Christian Ethics 
Considers Theology of Justice 
" Jus t i c e in the biblical viewpoint is 
closely related to G o d ' s g race , and hence 
to His love," Dr . S tephen Char les M o t t of 
G o r d o n — C o n w e l l Theological Semina ry 
—to ld the 19th annual meet ing of the 
A m e r i c a n Society of Chris t ian Ethics . 
" T h e people of G o d are c o m m a n d e d in 
Sc r ip tu re to execute jus t ice because G o d , 
a f t e r w h o m they in grace and love pat tern 
their lives, executes just ice. Jus t ice is a 
chief a t t r ibu te of G o d , " he said. " G o d is 
just as one who vindicates the oppressed 
and the weak. . . . " 
P ro f . M o t t noted that s ince jus t i ce lies in 
the cha r t e r of God as king of the universe 
and since he carr ies it out " t o deliver all 
the oppressed of the e a r t h " f rom this 
perspect ive " i t cannot be restricted to the 
Old T e s t a m e n t or to any par t icular per iod, 
covenant , d ispensat ion or society. 
" A n d one str iking character is t ic of 
G o d ' s jus t ice is its part ial i ty to those in 
need , " he observed . 
Malcolm Muggeridge on Media: 
Integral Part of Disintegration 
Malco lm Mugger idge , a veteran editor-
b roadcas te r and relatively recent convert 
to Chr is t ian i ty , re i terated his great con-
cern over the influence of the news media , 
par t icular ly television, saying the media 
"have become the great fantasy machine 
of all t ime . " 
At a Congress ional Breakfast of the 
35th annual convention of the Nat ional 
Religious Broadcas ters ( N R B ) , he said, 
" I t is. of course , true that the media are an 
integral part of our disintegrat ing way of 
life. They both express, and in so doing, 
p romote the dis in tegrat ion. But they can-
not be held responsible for i t ." he added . 
" A t the same t ime , " the former editor of 
the British humor magazine Punch said, 
" they induce us to take for granted the 
ever-increasing violence and conllict in the 
world, and to see as positively beneficial , 
as an en largement of our f reedom, and an 
enhancement of the quality of contem-
porary living, the steady and ominous 
erosion of the moral values on which the 
Chr is t ian religion and our way of life 
derived from it, has tradit ionally been 
based . " 
Campus Crusade Leader Reports 
'God Very Much Alive' in Russia 
Dr. Bill Bright, founder and president of 
C a m p u s C r u s a d e for Chr i s t , s ta ted , a f te r a 
three-week visit to the Soviet Union , that 
that country " h a s a different perspective 
than we hold of religious f r e e d o m . " 
He noted that a l though Chr is t ians are 
permit ted to worship in churches , Soviet 
citizens are forbidden to engage in "pub l ic 
proclamat ion or private sharing of the 
Gospe l . " 
Dr. Bright reported that Soviet officials 
had told him that "a the is t ic p ropaganda , 
on the other hand, is encouraged and 
p romoted in all levels of society and in all 
insti tutions in accordance with their con-
s t i tu t ion." 
The C a m p u s C r u s a d e leader and other 
officials of his organizat ion visited the 
Soviet Union at the invitation of the All-
Union Counci l of Evangelical Chr is t ian 
Baptists. They preached the Gospel to 11 
congregat ions in seven cities before a 
combined total of 15.000 persons. 
Testament. A brother came to me at a 
Camp Meeting and said, "Do you 
know that we haven't had anyone seek 
the Lord at our altar for two years and 
do you know why?" There was an 
inconsistent brother in his congrega-
tion. I said "I used to believe that a 
brother could keep the church from 
going ahead. Achan in the New Testa-
ment is Ananias and when Ananias 
sinned and covered it up he died and 
the church grew. The only reason that 
your church is not going ahead is, not 
because of that brother, but because 
you are looking at that brother rather 
than at the Lord. You are short-
circuiting your faith in God and God 
can ' t work because you ' re not 
believing Him." I saw him a couple 
weeks later and he said, "Roy, do you 
know what happened on Sunday morn-
Christian Academies Ordered 
To Submit Reports To State 
Gov. J a m e s B. Hun t , J r . , of Nor th 
Caro l ina said Chris t ian academies must 
file reports with the S ta te Board of Educa-
tion and give competency tests to s tudents . 
S o m e church-affi l iated private schools 
have refused to submit reports to the state 
on the grounds that it violates the principle 
of church-s ta te separa t ion . 
The academies are also strongly op-
posed to the s ta te board ' s extension of 
competency tests to the Chris t ian private 
schools. The tests are given to high school 
jun iors each Spring. 
Gov. Hunt said the s ta te is entitled to 
know if children in the academies are 
receiving adequa te educat ion. T h e dispute 
is expected to be taken to the cour ts . 
Israeli Government Tries to Settle 
Dispute Over Holy Sepuleher Church 
A high-ranking Israeli government 
commi t t ee has visited a section of the 
Church of the Holy Sepuleher in a move to 
settle a long-standing dispute between two 
Or thodox Chr is t ian Churches . 
The dispute—between the Ethiopian 
Or thodox Church and the Egypt ian-based 
Copt ic Church—cen te r s on control of a 
p a s s a g e w a y t h a t l inks an E t h i o p i a n 
monas te ry on the roof of the Chapel of S t . 
Helena (in a wing of the Church of the 
Holy Sepuleher) with two Copt ic-owned 
chapels in the church, known as the Chape l 
of St . Michael and the Chapel of the Four 
Beings. 
T h e C h u r c h o f t h e H o l y 
Sepuleher—bui l t over the t radi t ional ly 
accepted sites of Jesus ' crucifixion and 
burial—is a warren of chapels , holy places, 
and historic buildings. 
N o fewer than six Chris t ian sects lay 
claim to par ts of the church: Greek 
Or thodox , ( R o m a n Cathol ic) Franciscan 
Fa thers , A r m e n i a n s , Syr ians , as well as 
Ethiopians and Copts . 
ing" I went home and gave an invita-
tion and 5 people sought the Lord." 
What was the difference? That same 
brother was sitting in the church. He 
was as questionable in his conduct as 
he had been for the last two years. 
Nothing had changed except, that man 
of God had put his faith in God 
himself. I tell you that if you can 
cultivate a positive attitude, if you 
believe God, He can work in your 
home, in your neighbourhood, in your 
congregation over top of the incon-
sistencies that anyone has. 
The Psalmist said it is beautiful for 
brethren to dwell together in peace. 
God's blessing rests upon us: mind, 
body, in our homes, our communities, 
our churches, in our nation and the 
world. 
B U I L D I N G R E L A T I O N S H I P S 
f rom page ten 
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Jan Harmon Focuses 
on Native 
American Concerns 
Mennonite Central Committee U. S. Ministries has 
seconded a volunteer to the Friends Committee on 
National Legislation (FCNL), one of the few religious 
groups in Washington, D.C., that gives attention to the 
needs and treaty rights of Native Americans. 
"American Indians, the original inhabitants and once 
the dominant culture of North America, are plagued today 
by a maze of social and economic problems," says Jan 
Harmon, the volunteer serving as legislative advocate on 
Native American affairs with the FCNL. On a 2-year 
assignment with MCC, Jan is a member of the Upland 
Brethren in Christ congregation. 
The FCNL goal is to support Indian efforts to gain 
control over their own lives and over the resources which 
will make decency and dignity possible. Since most 
documents alfecting the rights of Indian peoples are 
treaties between them and the federal government and 
since the FCNL is a legislative committee, efforts focus on 
U. S. Congressional decisions. 
The FCNL tries to focus on issues that meet broad 
needs, issues on which there is general consensus among 
Indian groups and for which the organization can comple-
ment efforts by Indian groups. 
In addition to focusing on helping Native Americans 
control their own lives and the resources accorded to them 
by treaties, the FCNL policy statement encourages media 
reports and school textbooks to be more truthful about 
Indian history and current events and supports the restruc-
turing of the U.S. government's Bureau of Indian Affairs 
so that it assists tribes rather than manages them. 
As legislative advocate, Harmon provides full-time help 
to the FCNL legislative secretary who carries the Indian 
issues as part of his assignment. She gathers information 
and does research, reading and clipping newspapers and 
magazines, attending meetings and making telephone 
contacts. 
Using the information she has gathered, she writes 
articles, provides input for the legistative secretary, 
prepares testimony for Congressional committees, keeps 
Congres spe r sons in formed through meetings and 
telephone calls and shares with other advocacy groups. 
Harmon is also a Washington resource person on 
Native concerns for Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
congregations and will write interpretive articles with this 
audience in mind. 
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J heritage festival 
An Adventure in B & C Crafts and Skills 
T h e Board of Chr is t ian Educat ion is happy to 
announce the Heritage Festival to be held at General 
Con fe r ence this summer . T h e festival displays will be 
open Tuesday , July 4 and Wednesday , July 5. During 
these days, persons f rom th roughou t the denomina-
tion will d e m o n s t r a t e and exhibit a r t s , c raf t s , and 
skills tha t have been par t of the B in C cul tural 
her i tage. S o m e of the skills on display will be b room 
mak ing , woodcarving, ant ique toy making , quilting, 
rug m a k i n g , b u t t e r c h u r n i n g , weaving , wool 
processing, ta t t ing, tole paint ing, and basketry. S o m e 
c ra f t i tems will be for sale. 
T w o years ago, Emerson Lesher proposed that a 
her i tage festival be held in connection with the 200th 
Anniversa ry General Conference . Since then, the 
Gene ra l Confe rence P r o g r a m C o m m i t t e e and the 
Board of Chris t ian Educat ion have been working on 
the project . 
In ant ic ipat ion of this Genera l Confe rence event, a 
her i tage festival was conducted in connection with 
C a m p Ac t and the Mini College on the campus of 
Mess iah College on July 23, 1977. Specta tors 
watched twenty-six exhibi tors as they skillfully 
worked on their ar ts and c ra f t s and displayed their 
finished products . Browsers wandered among the 
booths and purchased i tems of interest . Of t en 
overheard was the exc lamat ion: "Th i s certainly was a 
good idea and an enjoyable experience. Will it be an 
annual event?" Photos on the facing page show 
craf t spersons at work. 
A commi t t ee has been formed to prepare for an 
expanded Her i tage Festival in connection with 
Genera l Conference . Anyone with a heri tage collec-
tion, art , c raf t or skill is urged to register interest by 
sending an applicat ion form to M r s . Violet Long, 
R . R . #1, Box 494, Mill Ha l l , P A . 17751. Fliers with 
the at tached form may be obtained f rom pastors and 
deacons. 
f r o m page two 
paragraphs point out the increased visibility of the 
nationals in the General Conference: "In contrast to 
former years, only one European is discernible—Roy H. 
Mann." 
I recall that in 1973 when Alice Grace and I attended the 
General Conference—the last involving both Zambia and 
Rhodesia, I was a bit surprised at the prominence of the 
missionary after 75 years of mission work. I recall that at 
the opening session missionaries played the piano, led the 
singing, chaired the session, brought the devotional, led the 
testimony service, and solely shared in the testimonies. In 
fairness to the situation I should point out that in 
subsequent sessions of the conference and the 75th an-
niversary celebration nationals were much more involved. 
I am not suggesting that God has allowed what has 
happened in Rhodesia to effect the changes to which we 
refer, but he does cause the wrath of men to praise Him 
and moves in ways beyond our understanding. 
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Families for Justice 
Famil ies for Jus t ice Re t rea t s sponsored 
by Discipleship W o r k s h o p s a re again 
being planned for the s u m m e r of 1978. 
These in tergenera t ional re t reats are a 
Chr is t ian family app roach to injustice, 
poverty, and violence in our wor ld . The 
focus is on how we as families work for 
jus t ice in our homes , in our neighbor-
hoods, and in the world communi ty . 
Dur ing the weekend we deal with how to 
help our children unders tand the problem 
of hunger and oppress ion , co-opera t ion vs. 
compet i t ion , and T V ' s p romot ion of con-
sumer i sm and violence. W e will also try to 
t a k e on the identi ty of families in o ther 
cul tures and ask ques t ions such as: W h a t is 
it like to be a family on a sugar p lanta t ion 
in the Domin ican Republic? How does the 
lifestyle of a N o r t h Amer i can family 
affect the life of a family in the Philip-
Church News 
Kenneth R. Gibson Ordained 
T h e S u n d a y morn ing worship hour , 
J a n u a r y 8, was the occasion for the ordina-
tion to the Chr i s t i an Min is t ry of Kenneth 
R. Gibson , pas to r of the Beulah Chape l 
Brethren in Chr i s t C h u r c h , Spr ingf ie ld , 
Ohio . T h e set t ing was the congregat ion of 
which he was pas to r . 
T h e Service of Ord ina t ion was in charge 
of Rev. David E. C l i m e n h a g a , b ishop of 
the Cen t r a l Confe rence . The ordinat ion 
se rmon was preached by Rev. Car l J . 
U l e r y , f o r m e r b i s h o p of the C e n t r a l 
Confe rence , and a m e m b e r of the Beulah 
Chape l congrega t ion . T h e charge to the 
newly orda ined minister was given by his 
f o r m e r pas tor , Rev. Wil l iam H. M a r t i n , 
pas to r of the Sear igh ts Brethren in Chr is t 
Church , near U n i o n t o w n , P a . The ordina-
t ion r i tua l w a s in c h a r g e of B i shop 
C l i m e n h a g a . 
Rev. Kenne th Gibson grew up in the 
O l ive r # 3 M i s s i o n C h u r c h under the 
minis tr ies of Rev. J o h n Co le and Rev. 
Wil l iam M a r t i n . H e was converted at the 
age of 17 dur ing a revival a t the Oliver #3 
C h u r c h . H e jo ined the Brethren in Chr is t 
two years later in 1965. 
H e is a g r a d u a t e of Mess iah College and 
Ash land Theologica l Semina ry . H e served 
pines? W e will share together in games , 
films, singing. Bible study, stories, puppet 
shows, prayer and family g roup research. 
T h e Famil ies for Just ice Ret rea ts begin 
with a Fr iday evening meal together and 
conclude with lunch on Sunday . Plans are 
being made to hold these re t reats at Yu lan , 
New York (80 miles N W of New York 
Ci ty) on J u n e 23-25; M a d r i d , Iowa (25 
miles N W of Des Moines) on July 23-25; 
and Roxbury, PA (25 miles West of 
Harrisburg) on August 18-20. T o plan a 
vacat ion a round a weekend of discovery, 
fun and sharing, contact : 
Weldon Nisly 
Famil ies for Jus t ice 
315 W. Logan Street 
Phi ladelphia , PA 19144 
or call: 315/848-8620 
for four years as pas tor of the Oliver #3 
Church and later as assistant pastor at the 
Mechan icsburg congregat ion . Dur ing his 
seminary training he pastored the Little 
W a s h i n g t o n C o n g r e g a t i o n a l C h u r c h , 
Mansf ie ld , Ohio . 
H e is presently serving as assistant-
cha i rman of the Cent ra l Confe rence Board 
of Extension. 
H e is marr ied to the former W a n d a 
Durden. They have a daughte r , Wendy 
Rene, born J u n e 9, 1976. 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
The January Smorgasbord 
Nineteen Messiah College s tudents and 
two faculty camped in Flor ida for two 
weeks early this semester for a study of 
ecology and an imal wildlife. A much 
larger g roup (37) travelled to England for 
cross-cul tural studies which included some 
living-in with families there. 
A sma l l s tudy g r o u p a c c o m p a n i e d 
Professor Alden Long to Israel . A signifi-
cant par t of their t ime was spent at the 
" d i g s , " unear th ing relics of ancient 
peoples. 
Whi le the above people traveled a f a r , 
many s tudents remained on c a m p u s for 
various kinds of special studies dur ing the 
special J a n u a r y term (3 weeks). One 
course, "Tra in ing for the Min i s t ry , " was 
taught by Rev. Fred Ho l l and , professor at 
the School of Wor ld Miss ions , Fuller 
Theological Semina ry . 
The Philadelphia campus had studies on 
Puer to Rican Cu l tu re and Black Amer ican 
Cul ture . Dur ing the final two weeks of the 
courses , s tudents lived and worked closely 
with host famil ies . 
Graham Associate at College 
Dr. John N . Akers , special assistant to 
Billy G r a h a m , was the Chris t ian Life Days 
speaker at Messiah College in February . 
Fie spoke in chapels , evening meet ings, 
and selected classes. 
An ordained minister of the United 
Presbyter ian C h u r c h , D r . Akers par-
t icipated in the 1974 Congress on Wor ld 
Evangelization in Lausanne , Swi tzer land . 
He had been especially noted for his 
ministry to college s tudents . 
Dr . Ake r s accompanied G r a h a m on his 
visit to Hunga ry last year and has a special 
interest in the church in Eastern Europe . 
Shaeffer's Films Shown 
The series of Francis Shaeffer films 
recently released are being shown at 
Messiah College. Enti t led " H o w Should 
W e Then Live?", the ten half-hour films 
deal with western civiliation f rom the 
R o m a n Age to the present , and conclude 
that m a n ' s only hope is to return to G o d ' s 
biblical absolutes (Christ and the Scrip-
tures). 
E M S Proffesor Lectures on World Hunger 
Dr. Kenton Brubaker , Professor of 
Biology at Eastern Mennon i t e College, 
discussed the problem of world hunger in 
his lectures at Mess iah College last m o n t h . 
He spoke on " A p p r o p r i a t e Agricul ture 
Technology in the H u m i d T r o p i c s " and 
" D o e s our Lifestyle M a k e any Difference 
in Feeding the W o r l d ? " 
Dr. Brubaker was able to speak with 
author i ty because of his background as a 
botanis t and his first hand experience in 
working with food product ion problems of 
the developing countr ies of the wor ld . 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
Twenty- four persons f rom the Big 
Valley congregation read through the Bible 
during 1977. Thei r pas tor is Rev. J o h n 
Rosenberry . 
Rev. and Mrs. Richard Long took a 
three week study tour at the Inst i tute of 
Holy Land Studies in Je rusa lem. The 
Clarence Center congregation, of which 
Rev. Long is the pas tor , par t ic ipated in 
sending the Longs. 
The Five Forks congregation observed 
Chr i s t ' s C rusade r s Day on Sunday , J a n . 
29, with the youth teaching Sunday school 
classes. A banquet was held on Fr iday 
evening, J a n . 27 for the young people, with 
" T h e King 's K ids" as special guests . Rev. 
W . Rupe r t T u r m a n is the pas to r . 
T h e Hollowell congregation repor ts five 
persons were bapt ized in a S u n d a y morn-
ing service recently. T h e pas tor is Rev. 
Kenneth Engle. 
Atlantic 
The youth of the Holden Park congrega-
tion presented a p rog ram, " H o w to Mas te r 
Your M o o d s , " on S u n d a y evening, J a n . 
22. Thei r pas tor is Rev. Larry Steffee. 
The Manheim congregation held a panel 
discussion, " A Call to P e a c e m a k i n g , " on 
Sunday evening, J a n . 22. The panel , made 
up of R u t h Eberly, Char les Lauver , John 
and Jane t Gish , and Pas to r and M r s . Irvin 
Kanode , repor ted on the Keystone Bible 
Inst i tute Semina r . 
The Chr i s t ' s Crusade r s of the Souderton 
congregation sponsored the film, " J u s t 
Last S u m m e r , " on Sunday evening, July 5. 
The pas tor is Rev. John A. Byers. 
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Canadian 
Robert Rolston, pas tor of the Sherks ton 
congregat ion , and youth layman, Jeff 
House, went to Hai t i dur ing the month of 
J a n u a r y , in a shar ing ministry to pas tors 
and congregat ions . 
The Wainfleet congregation observed 
Youth Day on Sunday , Feb. 12, with the 
youth par t ic ipat ing in the morn ing service. 
R o g e r C h a r m a n , t h e y o u t h p a s t o r , 
b rought the morn ing message. Rev. Roy 
Pe t e rman is the pas to r . 
The Welland congregation sponsored six 
S u n d a y evening films on prayer . On Sun-
day morn ing , J a n . 29, the Emmanue l 
Youth T e a m was present . T h e pas tor is 
Rev. W a l t e r Kelly. 
Central 
T h e Earl Hess family was welcomed 
into the Campbellsville parsonage by the 
congrega t ion the last week of J anua ry . The 
Instal la t ion Service had been held on 
S u n d a y , J a n . I. 
Special guests of the Christian Union 
congregation on Sunday evening, Feb. 5, 
were M r . and Mrs . Joe Haines . They 
showed pictures of their work in Israel . 
Rev. Mar l in Ressler is the pas tor . 
T h e Millerfields congregation plans to 
have a special Singing Service one Sa tu r -
day night out of the m o n t h . The pas tor is 
Rev. Edgar Gi les . 
Midwest 
T h e Abilene and Zion congregations had 
a combined fellowship on Sunday evening, 
J a n . 29. The Wiebe Family presented an 
evening of gospel mus ic . Abi lene 's pas tor 
is Rev. Henry Landis and Z ion ' s is Rev. 
Paul Hess . 
T h e Mt . View Church has appoin ted a 
c o m m i t t e e to explore the possibility of 
expansion. T h e congregat ion has been 
showing many signs of g rowth . Rev. J a m e s 
Esh is the pas tor . 
T h e Pleasant Hill congregation con-
tinues to meet once dur ing the week with 
different laymen in charge . Since the 
church is wi thout pas tora l leadership there 
are no S u n d a y services at the present t ime. 
Pacif ic 
T h e New Life congregation will be 
l o c a t i n g in t h e P o r t l a n d s u b u r b of 
Tua la t i n . They a re working to reach new 
people in the area under the leadership of 
Rev. J o h n Fries. 
Births 
Bartholomew: Maree l le Rose , born J u n e 
14 , 1 9 7 7 , t o M a r k a n d S h a r o n 
Bar tho lomew, Bethel (Merr i l l ) congrega-
tion, Mi . 
Bathurst: Dolly El izabeth , born Dec. 27, 
to M r . and M r s . T im Bathurs t , Abi lene 
congregat ion , Ks. 
Colthorp: Lucas J a m e s , born Dec. 13, to 
C o r y and Peggy ( W a r d ) Co l thorp , Bethel 
(Merr i l l ) congrega t ion . Mi . 
Engle: Ashley Brenn, born J a n . 14, to 
S t a n l e y R . and J a n ( C a r d e n ) Eng le , 
Chape l Hill, N . C . S tanley is the son of 
Donald and A l m a Engle, Cross R o a d s 
congregat ion , Pa . 
Engle: J a i m e Nicole, born J a n . 15, to 
Richard and Yvonne (Hun toon) Engle, 
Bethel (Merr i l l ) congregat ion . Mi . 
Forry: Mel inda Beth, born J a n . 23, to 
Dennis and Krist ine (Klinger) Forry , M t . 
Pleasant congregat ion , Pa . 
Harp: Elizabeth Lee, born Nov. 6, to 
Mr . and Mrs . Alan H a r p , P a r a m o u n t 
congregat ion, M d . 
Keener: M a t t h e w Laverne, born Nov. 
21, to Ronald and Fern (Sentz) Keener , 
Cross R o a d s congregat ion , Pa . 
Landis: S a r a Anne , born J a n . 19, to M r . 
and M r s . Frank Landis , Pa lmyra con-
gregat ion, Pa. 
Martin: Angel Darlene, born J a n . 15, to 
M r . and Mrs . Arlan Mar t i n . P a r a m o u n t 
congregat ion, M d . 
Oberholser: Jason Ashley, born Dec. 22, 
to Konrad and Goldie Oberho lse r , New 
Guil ford congregat ion, Pa . 
Piper: J a m e s Edward , born J a n . 14, to 
Willis and Beverly Piper . New Gui l ford 
congregat ion . Pa . 
Reiff: Emily Sue, born J a n . 22, to M r . 
and M r s . Ruben Reiff, Hollowell con-
gregat ion, Pa. 
Rider: S tephanie Kay, born J a n . 20, to 
Mr . and M r s . David R. Rider , Green 
Grove congrega t ion . P a . 
Stence: A imee Michelle, born J a n . 7, to 
M r . and Mrs . Ben Stence, Free Grace 
congregat ion, Pa. 
Wenger: T imothy J a m e s , born J a n . 14, 
to S teven and C indy (Beil) W e n g e r , 
Mechanicsburg , congregat ion . Pa . 
Wingert: A m y Beth, born Feb. 4, to 
Marl in and Mari lyn (Thomas ) Winger t , 
New Gui l ford congregat ion . Pa . 
Weddings 
Francis-Wil l iams: K a t h e r i n e J u n e , 
d a u g h t e r of M r . a n d M r s . R o b e r t 
Wil l iams, Springvale, Ont . , and R icha rd , 
son of Mrs . Laura Francis , Yel lowknife , 
N . W . T e r r i t o r i e s , D e c . 23, in the 
Spr ingvale Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. J . Allan Heise olliciating. 
S t o n e s i f e r - M y e r s : D e b o r a h L e e , 
daughte r of Mrs . and Mrs . Levi Myers , 
Mechanicsburg , Pa. , and Michael Wesley, 
son of M r . and Mrs . M. W. Stonesifer , 
Har r i sburg , Pa. , in the home of the bridge 
on Nov. 22, 1977, with Rev. C. R. Burgard 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bos: M a y Klein Bos, Braden ton , Fl., 
born in Sept . , 1897, died J a n . 25, 1978, in 
the M a n a t e e Memor ia l Hospi tal , Braden-
ton. In 1921 she was marr ied to George 
Klein who preceded her in 1969. She later 
marr ied J a c o b Bos who survives. She is 
also survived by seven sons: Max , Nelson , 
Richard , Lloyd, H a r o l d , C a r l , and Robe r t ; 
25 grandchi ldren; two grea t -grandchi ldren; 
four sisters; and one bro ther . She was a 
char ter member of the Rust Brethren in 
Chris t Church . The funeral service was 
held in the Hi l lman , Mi. , Methodis t 
C h u r c h w i t h R e v . R a l p h G u i l l i a y 
officiating. 
Dodson: Mrs . Lena G. Dodson , Broad 
Top, Pa. , born Nov. 14, 1909, in Kearney, 
died Jan . 27, 1978. She was the daughter of 
Fred and Anna (Thomas ) Showal te r . She 
was marr ied to John J . Dodson who 
survives. She is also survived by three 
daughters: Mrs . Helen L. Kanode , M r s . 
N a o m i T h o m p s o n , and M r s . M a r t h a B. 
Miller; a son, Reuben M. ; II g rand-
children; a g rea t -g randson ; two sisters; 
and five brothers . She was a member of 
the S h e r m a n s Valley Brethren in Chris t 
Church were she served as a Sunday school 
teacher. T h e funeral service was held in the 
S h e r m a n s Valley Church with Rev. Earl 
Lehman and Rev. Wal te r Blackstone 
officiating. In te rment was in the adjoining 
cemetery. T h e S. Gera ld Weaver Funera l 
H o m e was in charge of the a r rangements . 
Hoffman: R h o d a Shel ley H o f f m a n , 
Lititz, Pa. , died in December , 1977. She 
was the daughte r of J a c o b Shelley. She 
was marr ied to Paul B. Wolgemuth who 
preceded her in death in 1937. S h e was 
subsequently marr ied to Sol H o f f m a n who 
is also deceased . She is survived by two 
brothers and a sister. She was a member of 
the C r o s s R o a d s Bre th ren in C h r i s t 
C h u r c h . Rev. Allon B. Dour te officiated 
at the funeral service. In terment was in the 
Cross Roads Cemete ry . 
Landis: M a r y E. L a n d i s , M e s s i a h 
Home , Har r i sburg , Pa., born May 12, 
1902, died Sept . 21, 1977. She was the 
daughter of John and Rebecca Lauver 
L a n d i s . S h e is s u r v i v e d by s e v e r a l 
nephews, nieces, and cousins. She was a 
member of the Messiah Brethren in Chris t 
Church where the funeral service was 
c o n d u c t e d . I n t e r m e n t w a s in t h e 
Mechanicsburg Cemete ry . 
Miller: Ivan R. Mil ler , Wheele r , Mi. , 
born April 17, 1897, died Dec. 26, 1977. 
He is survived by two sons; a step-
daughter ; and grandchi ldren . The funeral 
service was c o n d u c t e d by Rev. Bert 
Winger and Rev. Bedsaul Agee in the 
Witing Funeral Chape l , Breckenridge. 
In terment was in the Ridgelawn Cemete ry . 
Myers: Wal te r s N. Myer s , Messiah 
H o m e , Har r i sburg , Pa. , died Dec. 18, 
1977, at the age of 79. He was the son of 
Rev. A m b r o s e and Amel ia Mar t in Myers . 
He is survived by his wife, M a r y ; a 
daughter , Mrs . Eber Dour te ; three sons: 
S e i b e r t , R a l p h , a n d A m o s ; 15 
grandchi ldren; 1 I g rea t -g randch i ld ren ;and 
three sisters. He was a member of the 
Hol lowel l B re th ren in C h r i s t C h u r c h 
where the funeral service was conducted by 
Rev . K e n n e t h Eng le and Rev. Pau l 
M c B e t h . I n t e r m e n t w a s in t h e 
Mon tgomery Cemete ry . 
Walker: Mar ion W. W a l k e r , L a m a r , 
Pa., died Dec. 20, 1977, at the age of 78. 
H e is s u r v i v e d by two s o n s ; t h r e e 
daughters ; and 10 grandchi ldren . He was a 
member of the Marsh Creek Brethren in 
Chris t C h u r c h . Rev. Lloyd Buckwalter 
conducted the funeral service. 
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The Haunting Eyes of 
Calcutta's Children 
Katie Funk Wiebe 
The children of Calcutta tug at your heart. Even after 
you have left them far behind, their eyes haunt you. 1 see 
them still, shiny black hair cleanly parted, dressed in tidy 
school uniforms or only in a pair of shorts or skimpy dress. 
What they wore or didn't wear is soon forgotten, but their 
eyes remain. 
In Calcutta, that behemoth of a city with a population 
of about eight million, I divided the children into two 
groups: the visible and the invisible. The invisible ones 
disappeared after school into their homes and were not 
seen again until the next morning. Most children in 
Calcutta probably live much the same as children 
anywhere. They go to school, come home to eat and play. 
They do their homework (lots of it, I learned) and go to 
bed. 
The children of the streets, however, were visible 
everywhere, even though their number was much smaller 
than the invisible ones. They emerged by the half dozen or 
more from homes the size of a closet or from no house at 
all. 
All day they frolicked in the water gushing from open 
mains or in the dust before the shrines. I never saw balls, 
skipping ropes or tricycles. A few times I saw boys rolling 
a wornout bicycle tire down the street. But the eyes of the 
playing children smiled at me. 
Boys of eight or nine, poking through garbage for bits of 
paper or cloth, or sorting through street sweepings for 
grain, looked up with interest as I passed. Young boys 
tending vegetable stands or darting out to sell newspapers 
at traffic lights had purpose in their eyes. Little girls with 
littler children strapped to their backs moved about with 
determined looks. These all had jobs to do. As I watched 
them, I had to remind myself that to be illiterate does not 
mean unintelligent. 
One afternoon, the MCC driver helped me locate 
Mother Theresa's school for children of the poorest of the 
poor—the rickshaw pullers, street cleaners, cart pullers, 
men with prison records and alcoholics. 
This school is- conducted from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. after 
another school has used the facilities during the day. I 
stumbled around in the dimly lit halls looking for the 
headmistress. 
A gentle nun with patience etched into every line of her 
face found me and escorted me from room to room where 
children of all ages, from kindergartners to 17 year olds, 
were studying. Some were over-age for their class, but they 
had become part of the invisible group. 
"Without this school, these children would be on the 
street," the headmistress told me. When the school was 
started several years ago, the children had arrived un-
kempt and dirty. Now they sat quietly, clean and tidy, even 
though they had no uniforms to wear. 
"Have they all eaten today?" I asked the question 
hesitantly. She caressed the children with loving eyes. Her 
answer came slowly. She wasn't sure. The Sisters try to 
give each child a biscuit or piece of bread before they go 
home. 
The eyes of the youngsters were alert but solemn. When 
you go to school at night though most people attend during 
the day, life becomes serious business. 
Equally serious were the eyes of young boys of about 12 
or 14 pulling carts alongside older men. The day was 
warm, the loads looked heavy. The eyes of the men and 
boys looked weary. Did they know that the life expectancy 
of a cart puller is about 40 years? 
At one of the schools I visited I found a little girl of 
about eight staring out the window in the dispensary. Not 
a toy or book was in sight. Her mother had returned her to 
school after the vacation with a foot infection. She didn't 
want the child anymore, she had told the principal. The 
little girl's sad eyes groped for some assurance she was 
wanted. 
The begging children were the hardest to look in the eye. 
They held out small limp hands, chanting. " N o mama, no 
papa, no food today." Begging is estimated to be a $10 
million industry in Calcutta, with more then 150,000 
professional beggars. Pimp-like men control gangs of 
beggar children, forcing them to hand over the day's 
proceeds. Some parents deliberately maim children at 
birth to make sure they will have a means of livelihood 
later on. 
But this child at the window of the trolley? This one with 
the deformed arm or that one dragging himself along the 
ground on his arms? Are they true beggars? To which 
beggar does a tourist give? Which are the professionals? 
Does it matter? Does giving to beggars encourage them to 
remain beggars? These are some of the unanswered 
questions. But the eyes of the beggars are spiritless, 
dejected. 
One day I saw a girl with orangish-colored hair leaning 
against a wall. My first reaction was "What has that child 
done to her hair?" Then recognition dawned. The child 
was suffering from kwashiorkor, a nutritional disease 
caused by protein deficiency. I felt ashamed of my 
ignorance as I looked into her eyes, old before their time, 
weary, fathomless, not begging, just looking, waiting. But 
our car was moving quickly through the traffic. 
What is the value of a child in an overpopulated 
country? Are the visible children worth any less than the 
invisible ones? In a Hyderabad daily newspaper I read of a 
four-year-old boy kidnapped for a pound of mutton. Last 
year, the editorial stated, another boy had been kidnapped 
for a few eggs. Both boys were returned alive after the 
ransom was paid. Do such incidents mean children are 
valued less because the ransom was so small? 
What was the value Christ set on a child when he said, 
"Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me; 
and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent 
me?" Can such a question remain merely rhetorical after 
having seen the children of Calcutta? 
